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October 2, 2009

From the Principal

Dear Bridger Families,

Fall is here and with it we are looking forward to a number of
important October events. Take a look at this newsletter for information
on Math Night, Fall Festival, Picture Day, Volunteer Orientation and more.

Please remember school start time is 8:45 a.m. Free
breakfast for all begins at 8:20 a.m. Do not send your child to school
before 8:20 a.m. as there is no supervision.

We have a late opening coming up October 21*. In addition,
there is No Schoal Friday, October 8%, However, if you have a Bridger 6™
grader, you can welcome him or her home on Friday, October 9% at 1:30
p.m. The Dutdoor school bus returns to school loaded with returning 6™
graders at that time.

Tina Daily
Principal

WMAGH NIGHG

Join Bridger staff and families for
Math Night Thursday, October
15", 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Learn
About “Pi” and Eat “Pie.” Play
Math games—
“Checkers,”
“Sudoku,” “Measuring
Your Parent,” and
“Dominos.” Check out the
“Estimation Jar” and win a
prize! Earn a “Get Out of
Homework” pass just for participating! Bring
the whole family for the fun.

Important Dates to
Remember in October:

October 4-9 —Outdoor School

October 7—Picture Day!

October 7—PTA BikeWalk

October 7—PTA Meeting, 6:30 p.m.,

Libray

o October 8—Volunteer Orientation, 9
a.m., Library

e October 9—NO SCHOOL, Statewide
Inservice

¢ October 15—MATH NIGHT, 6:30-8:00
p.m.

e October 20—Site Council, 3:15 p.m.

e October 21—LATE OPENING, School
Starts at 10:45 a.m.

e October 22— Middle School Social, 3:15
p.m.

e October26-30—Aut hor’' s and
Il lTustrator’s Week

e October29—Bri dger’' s Fall

NO SCHOOL!
Friday, Oct. 9

LATE Opening

Wednesday, Oct. 21 *
School starts at 10:45 a.m.

Walk and Bike
to School Day!

Wednesday, October 7th, 8:10 am —
8:45am is Walk and Bike to School Day
at Bridger. Join millions of students worldwide who are
celebrating International Walk and Bike to School Day by
walking or biking to school! There will be giveaways and a
raffle for those who arrive at Bridger by some active form of
transportation. Also, it will be the kickoff for a month-long
bike/walk to school challenge! Questions? Please contact Kat
Sandor at ksandor@pps.k12.or.us

DRIVE EAST ON
MARKET STREET

Please help solve our traffic snarl at 3
p.m. when Bridger School is dismissed. Please drive only
eastbound from 2:45 p.m. to 3:15 p.m.—toward 82" Avenue.
Please DO NOT drive westbound up the hill toward Mt.
Tabor or attempt to turn around during this time period.
Traffic gets snarled and it is difficult for the school bus to
maneuver if cars attempt to drive west. KEEP MARKET
ONE WAY 2:45TO 3:15 P.M.1I
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3 Turh PrinCipal
Tina's Hair Pink!

We're still collecting information on last

summer's reading challenge. 1f we all read
enough, Principal Tina has agreed to dye her hair pink! Please
send in your child's summer reading record, their Multnomah
County Library summer reading game card, or a note from
you, telling us how many hours your child read over summer
vacation. Together we can change the world (or at least Tina's
hair color)!

é. . Andrea Woodward

Notes from
the Music Roo

We hit the ground running this September, starting with Grades 4,
5 and 6 getting their recorders. Vocal Project and Sound Brigade
began rehearsals and our primary grade classes started music
classes with enthusiasm. Our upper-grade students are doing
amazing work through our World Music Curriculum and I can’t
wait to showcase their progress at upcoming assemblies. | am
inspired everyday by the energy and talent our students display.

October promises to be a month filled with many musical learning
opportunities. Did you know . . that music is one of the most
powerful and profound symbol systems that exist? Children learn
to decode and read a universally understood language, and | am
proud to support Bridger’s ongoing efforts to engage our students’
in the process of reading and writing through the fun activities that
music provides.

Please consider volunteering in our performing arts program, we
are developing a drama curriculum and will be producing another
major production in March. | am always grateful for any help that
parents can offer, stop by the music room for a chat if you get a
chance.

Finally, it’s never too early to mark your calendars for our Winter
Holiday concert . . . Thursday, December 17",

Erica Lindgren

Music Specialist

Find out how to volunteer at Bridger School in the VVolunteer
Orientation meeting Thursday, October 8", at 9:00 a.m. in the
Bridger Library

Volunteers will need to complete an application and file a
background check with the school office. PTA members and
school staff will present information on appropriate
procedures to follow when volunteering.

Picture
Day!

Bridger School’s Picture Day is Wednesday, October 7",
beginning at 8:45 a.m. Forms for ordering picture packages
were sent home with your child during the week of Sept. 26-
30. If you did not receive an order form, additional forms are
available in the school office.

@

Ordey forms must be turned in to your child’s teacher ON
PIC hITEgIZfA§’ élo'ngav\ﬁ}h the money to pay for the
photographs. Orders and money may not be turned in late.
Please be sure to include exact change. The Bridger Office
does not have change available.

Free and
Reduced \
Lunch &
Forms Due

We are encouraging all Bridger families to submit a
confidential application for free or reduced price meals for
the 2009-2010 school year, if you think your family may
meet the eligibility guidelines based on household size and
income.

If enough Bridger families are eligible, our school may receive
additional Federal funding to help support student
achievement. This additional funding may be available
whether or not your child chooses to use the free or reduced
price meal benefits. But in order for us to receive it, your
completed form must be returned to your school secretary and
approved by the central meal application office as soon as
possible.

Applications are available in the Bridger Office. Please stop
by to pick one up. Call the office at 503-916-6336 if you have
any questions.

G@Babedﬂ Becns

Special order Coffee
from Stumptown Coffee Roasters
as part of a Bridger PTA Fundraiser!

Order forms in the Bridger Office.
Coffee is delivered every week!

Order Yours Now!
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I am thrilled to announce that we have had a very
successful fall election with a total of 17 candidates running for our
6 Leadership Team offices. | would like to thank each of these
extraordinary students who demonstrated a singular dedication to
improving student life at Bridger through their participation in the
election process. Wow, | am constantly amazed by the fantastic
students I have the opportunity and privilege to work with. It
gives me great pleasure to introduce our 2009-10 Student Council
Leadership Team:

President — Cory Ternes (gr. 8)

Vice-President — Danny Chung (gr. 8)

Secretary — Hannah Ortloff (gr. 6)

Treasurer — Madison Rush (gr. 6)

Member-At-Large 6-8 — Whitney Koenig (gr. 6)

Member-At-Large 3-5 — Kieran Andrews (gr. 5)

We will begin our year with a start-up workshop
sponsored by the Oregon Association of Student Councils, and then
we will get right down to business at the October PTA movie night
on the 7. Please come by and meet this amazing team of young
people.

Erica Lindgren
Primary Advisor

Bridger School attendance
monitored by Autodialer

As part of Portland Public School’s plan to improve
achievement, Bridger School is continuing to use the
electronic attendance monitoring system called an autodialer.
Each school day at approximately 10 a.m., the autodialer
begins to call the homes of students who have been marked
absent at Bridger School. Only those students who do not
have an excused absence will be called. Students may be
excused by a phone call from a parent or guardian before 10
a.m.

These phone calls are designed to alert families of absences at
school. If a phone call has been made in error, please call the
school office at 503-916-6336 to resolve the problem. We
appreciate your assistance and understanding as we try to
improve student attendance.

Target ds Take
Education Helps Bridger

Through Target’s Take Charge of

Education program, families and members

of the community have an easy way to

raise money for Bridger School. When

you sign up and designate Bridger School,

Target will donate up to 1% of every
purchase you make with your REDcard to Bridger. Take
Charge of Education dollars are donated to schools once a
year. Schools may use this money for whatever they need
including books, field trips, new technology or supplies. If
you shop at Target, we encourage you to designate Bridger
School. Thanks for helping us provide extras for your
students!

Fall Sports program
Starts Oct. 8, 2009

Register for Bridger School’s afternoon sports program now.
The program for 6" through 8™ graders will be held Tuesdays
and Thursdays, 3-4:30 p.m. in the school gym. Bridger
Paraeducator Mike Ramsay will teach the classes. Classes
start October 8" and continue through December 10"™. No fee
will be charged. Enrollment is limited to 20 students.

Upper Grades Social Committee (UGYS)

Stay tuned and watch for information about our first Upper Grade
Social (UGS) of the year, scheduled for late October. | have taken
on this committee for Ms Fugere while she is out on maternity leave
(it’s a girl!). I have a solid committee of enthusiastic upper grade
students who will be instrumental in helping make these events a lot
of fun and build a strong social bond among our older students.

... Ms Lindee

Homework Club is here!

Homework Club is here! Every Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday from 3:10-4:10, there is a space and help available
for your student to work on their homework. Grades 3-5 are
in the library and 6-8 in Ms. Tatum’s room 33. Students must
turn in a permission slip before attending. Extra copies of the
permission form are available in the Bridger office.

PTA Corner

Next PTA Meeting:

Wednesday, October 7™ at 6:00PM in the School Library.
Childcare will be provided.
Call for PTA Board Candidates at next meeting:
e Vice President - shall act as an assistant to the
President
e Secretary - shall record he minutes of all PTA

regular and Board meetings and make them available

to the members.

e Public Relations Officer - shall be responsible for
communicating information regarding PTA events
through newsletters and the listserv.

[ ]

School Directory In The Works:
This year the PTA will publish a Jim Bridger School directory.
The family information in the directory is intended for the sole

(



use of Bridger parents, students, and faculty; it will not be
sold, used or loaned beyond the school community. Please see
a form attached to this newsletter if you wish to have your
family’s information excluded from the directory.

Do You Like Coffee?

One of our year round fundraising events is with Stumptown
Cof ee Roasters! Parents can purchase “Bobcat Beans” from
the Bridger PTA. Order your12 oz bags of fresh whole
Stumptown Beans on a Tuesday by 3 p.m. and pick them up

Thursday after 3 p.m. Order forms and cof ee bags may be
picked up in the oS ce. Simply place your order and payment
in the Bobcat Beans Box in the oS ce.

Fundraise While You Shop

We are pleased to announce that Jim Bridger PTA has joined
the Amazon School Rewards Associates program, an
effortless way for you to help us fundraise, simply by
shopping at Amazon.com. Use our School Rewards link to
access Amazon.com on the School’s web site - click on the
Bridger PTA tab and then on the Fundraising link. You will
see a School Rewards logo to click on that will take you to the
Amazon web site.

What is Three For Me?

Three For Mds a promise, a promise from parent to school
and a promise from parent to child. By signing a promise card,
parents commit to volunteer three hours of their time to the
school. Whether parents make copies for a teacher, have lunch
with their child at school, read to children, file in the school
office, or help at a PTA event, every act of service is
important. In addition, there are many opportunities for
volunteerism, even in the home. If a parent works and has
limited availability, the PTA or will take the role to find
activities those parents can do from home to fulfill their
promise. More information and Promise Cardsvill be sent
home in the coming weeks.
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Bridgerodos Fal
Join Bridger families and Kindergarten through 8" grade
students for Bridger’s Fall Festival October 29" at 6 p.m. in
the Bridger cafeteria. Events include pumpkin painting,
spooky stories and autumn snacks! No
fee will be charged. For more
information, contact Kat Sandor
at ksandor@pps.k12.or.us.
The festival is sponsored by
Bridger PTA. Watch for
more information, coming
soon.

Viethamese Families:
Community Agent on Staff

Bridger School has a new Vietnamese Community Agent.
Her name is Khanh Nguyen. She is available for Vietnamese
families to contact when they need help with interpretation
and school issues. Families may leave messages in Khanh’s
mailbox at Bridger in the Office. She has scheduled work
hours at Bridger on Tuesdays.
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This year the PTA will hold a silent auction
to benefit the students of Bridger. Donation
flyers and details about volunteer
opportunities will be coming to your home
soon. Start thinking about how you and
your family can make this event a success.

bridgerpta@gmail.com
http://bridgerschool.info/pta.shtml

Bri dger

Sch i[Ed:tCX’l\IVS-S C(ﬁ’]tn(ﬂJSdOB: MBrdger’s wonderful Parent/Teacher Association is

planning to publish a student directory in the very near future. While many parents look forward to having their family’s information
in this directory, some do not want their information published. If you do not want your child’s name, address and phone number
included in the directory, you must fill out the attached Publicity Denial and Non-Release of Information form and return it to the

Bridger Office by October 15", 2009.
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