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December 7, 2009

From the Principal

Dear Bridger Families,

Thank you's: First, huge thanks you to all the folks who helped get the
second round of painting done. We have finished the middle hall, it needs
some touch up, but everything is blue! We will let you know when we
intend to pursue the upper hall. We will probably wait until summer.

AYP turn around status: We are making headway with not meeting
Average Yearly Progress (AYP) tasks. Some staff has been trained in
several new assessment tools in reading. We have begun to collect
baseline data in reading on all of our students. This information will be
used to continue to provide extra help to all students who are not meeting
reading benchmarks. | am working weekly with an advisor from Oregon
Department of Education. She comes highly recommended and has helped
several schools work their way to meeting AYP. We are working together
to provide the best strategies for helping our English Language Learners
and all children succeed in reading at Bridger School.

Next steps for parent meeting: On November 18, | had a delightful
conversation with a group of parents who met to discuss where they
want Bridger to be in five years. We discussed a variety of ideas and
thoughts about the school and our children. Those ideas are posted on the
parent board and in the teacher’s lounge. A small group of these parents
who are concerned about some inequities between Spanish Immersion
and neighborhood programs have been meeting to draft a letter to our
Deputy Superintendent. The next meeting will be in January. If you are
interested in adding to the conversation, please look for more news in the
January newsletter.

As 2009 ends and a new year is on the horizon, | wish you all well.
Enjoy your Winter break.

Happy Huolidays,
Tina Daily, Principal

| December 2009
% \\Winter Concert
“Winter Fun”

Thursday, December 17"
6:30 pm

Bridger Cafeteria

Also. . . please join us
in the gym for Sound Brigade
during the PTA Auction
before the show.

Important Dates to
Remember in December:

e Dec. 10—Mid-Level Social, 3:00-4:30 p.m.,
Winter Wonderland

e Dec. 15—Glass Fusing Pickup, 3 p.m., in your

child’s classroom

Dec. 16—~LATE OPENING, 10:40 a.m.

Dec. 17—PTA Auction, 5:30 p.m.

Dec. 17—Winter Holiday Concert, 6:30 p.m.

Dec. 18—School-wide Spirit Day—“Crazy

Hair Day”

e Dec. 21-Jan. I—WINTER BREAK, NO
SCHOOL for students

Photos needed for Yearbook

Bridger’s Yearbook Staff would like your
school pictures. Photos of your children
and their school friends in class, on the
playground, at afterschool clubs and
events, community events, or out with
their class on fieldtrips. Our student
photographers can not cover many
of these events but want to produce
a book that is as inclusive and exciting as
possible. Digital formats are preferred either by disc (which
can be placed in Katherine Polizos’ box in the office) or to
kpolizos@pps.k12.or.us (if possible please minimize before
sending). Remember to let us know who is in the photos
(Maestra Sofia's class at the pumpkin patch, or Mr. Pioli's
students in the garden).

LATE OPENING December 16"
SCHOOL STARTS 2 HOURS LATE.
Breakfast at 10:20 a.m.

First Bell 10:40 a.m. Tardy Bell 10:45 a.m.




FROM THE LIBRARY

Thanks for supporting our Book Fair in
November. It was a huge success! Bridger
students raised $180.88 in "Book Change,"
which we used to buy new library books. The
Tiger House donated the most money! All
Book Fair profits will support future library
acquisitions.

Please remember to find and return overdue
library books. If they are lost for good, please
contact Andrea Woodward about payment. Thanks so much!

Your Librarian Andrea Woodward

123 Auction!

5:30pm - December 17%

Are you ready to shop? We hope so!
We currently have over 80 amazing items to raffle and
auction off and you will be amazed by the generosity of
our Bridger Families, Teachers/Staff and Community!

Gourmet Dinner Parties
Theatre Tickets from 5 local Theatres
Kid Party Packages
2 nights in Neskowin Condo
Gift Baskets from:

Somerset, Polizos, Melendez-Contreras,
Lopez, Lewis, Gasper, Nava, Pioli
and Moxley’s classrooms.

Activities with Staff

e Attend the Valentine's Day performance at the Oregon
Symphony Orchestra with Ms. Lindee

e Spend a day at the Oregon Zoo with Teacher
Michelle Schardt

e Make your celebration special and have Maestro
Hugo entertain with an interactive concert in Spanish
for children.

e Explore and investigate at our world famous OMSI
with Teacher Bella Bishop

e Go outto lunch and a trip to the Title Wave bookstore
to buy a book with Librarian Andrea.

e Designated parking in the staff lot for one lucky
family!

AND SO MUCH MORE.

We can’t wait to see you at the auction!
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Now that Thanksgiving is over we are working
full-steam-ahead on our material for the Winter Concert. |
took the opportunity over the holiday weekend to reflect on
all the things | am thankful for, and topping my list were the
dedicated music students at Bridger. Each class from
Kindergarten through grade 6, and Vocal Project are
preparing a song for our celebration of Winter Fun. | am
thrilled to include some of our mid-level students in the
show and they will be sharing the work they are doing in
both music and drama.

This year we have paired our Winter Concert with
the PTA 123 Auction, and | am very excited about the new
performance opportunity this has created for our percussion
ensemble, Sound Brigade! Please make sure you stop by
the gym to view the wonderful donations and take the time
to listen to our amazing young percussionists.

Remember, mark your calendars for our Winter
Holiday concert . . . Thursday, December 17", The
concert will begin at 6:30 pm, and the students always
enjoy this opportunity to perform for their families and
friends.

Music Specialist
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November saw the Council get down to the
business of learning about how to hold a meeting and how
to participate in a respectful manner, as well as beginning
the task of building spirit in our school community. Our
President and Vice-President attended the November PTA
meeting to share their unique perspective on current school
issues, while some other Council members supported
Movie Night by manning the concessions. We also
kicked-off our spirit days with a celebration of
grandparents.

Coming up . .. we will be at the December 2™
movie night, stop by the popcorn station and support our
Council fund-raising. Our next spirit day — crazy hair day -
- will coincide with our Holiday Hi-jinks games assembly
on Friday, December 18™. We are also looking ahead to
the January Family Game Night.

Erica Lindgren

Primary Advisor




What about Head Lice???

What are lice? Lice are insects that are gray to brown in color
and can lay many eggs (called nits) on hair shafts. Nits are
gray, tan, or white in color. Lice aren’t particular. They are not
caused by, or associated with, poor hygiene or parent neglect.
They are found in hair of any color, regardless if it is clean or
dirty. Lice cannot jump and cannot fly. They do not live on
pets. They crawl.

How can you prevent lice? Encourage your student not to
share combs, brushes or hats. If students are found to have
live head lice, they are sent home, returning when (a) their hair
has been treated with a special shampoo that can be purchased
at the grocery store and (b) no live lice are present. Lice are
not a public health threat, and schools keep information
confidential when lice are discovered.

Please, if your family has any members with head lice, let the
school nurse know. She can do follow-up and answer
questions. Nurse Colleen can be reached by calling the school
office at 503-916-6336. For more information, go to
www.headlice.org.

Upper Grades Social Committee ( uGsS)

We had our first Upper Grade Social in November on the
19" and our first-timers, the grade 6 class, was
instrumental in making it a huge success with their
energy and spirit.

Our next social will be Thursday, December 10™ --
Winter Wonderland at Bridger. All students in grades 6,
7, and 8 are invited to attend the festivities from 3:00 —
4:30 p.m. Remember to get your permission slip signed
and bring your 50¢ admission. Permissions can be turned
in directly to any Upper Grade teacher.

... Ms Lindee

Lost and Found

Bridger’s Lost and Found rack is
bursting with coats and long-sleeved shirts!
If your child has misplaced a coat this Fall,
please stop by or encourage them to visit the Lost and
Found, located in or near the cafeteria. Bridger staff members
can assist children in locating their belongings if we know that
they are missing. A note to the teacher or call to the
office can help us help you.

Hats, gloves, backpacks, and pants are in the
Lost and Found, too! Has your student lost
their glasses? Unfortunately, we have a
growing collection of glasses in the school
office. Some were found last year and not
claimed.
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TAG Corner

TAG (Talented and Gifted) identification
is a multi-step process. Nominations for
testing in the 2009-10 school year at
Bridger have been collected and submitted
to the District TAG Office (Deadline was
November 30). Parents and teachers will be
notified about the exact testing dates in early December.
Bridger School may receive test dates for mid-December or
January. After testing, the Bridger TAG Team will meet and
review results, including student work samples. The District
TAG Office will notify parents of the results via mail.

Anyone interested in a Saturday or school vacation class?
Saturday Academy is not just for TAG identified students.
Copies of the Winter/Spring 2010 Saturday Academy Classes
and Workshops are available on the TAG bulletin board, or in
the Bridger School office. Any student may register for a
Saturday Academy class. Families are responsible for both
registration and fees.

State Testing Coming Up at Bridger

Each year all students in grades 3-8 are assessed in math and
reading. In grades 4 and 7, students are assessed in writing. In
grades 5 and 8, students are assessed in science. Using an online
system for math, reading and science, students have 2 or 3
opportunities to demonstrate their knowledge and skills in these
areas. The writing assessment is a one-time, paper and pencil
assessment.

Bridger School will begin the ‘first round’ of reading assessments
for most 6-8™ graders in December. Then, in February, most 3-5"
graders and the remaining 6-8" graders will sit for both the
reading and math assessments.

Although students have multiple opportunities to take these
assessments, we encourage every student to focus and to do their
best in the first administration of the assessment. Over multiple
opportunities, some students show improved scores. However, we
have found that most students do their best the first time they take
the test.

Your child’s teacher can answer your questions about the content
of the assessments. Practice tests are available at the Oregon
Department of Education website. http://ode.state.or.us

Reading Corner 2

Tip for December: After you read with your
child, ask him or her: Who did you just read
about? What just happened? Did it make you
think of anything else? What do you do if you
don’t understand?

Michelle Schardt
Bilingual Reading Specialist



http://www.headlice.org/
http://ode.state.or.us/

Portland Public Schools recognizes the diversity and worth of all
individuals and g roups and their roles in society. It is the policy of
the Portland Public School Board that there will be no
discrimination or harassment of individuals or groups on the
grounds of age, color, creed, disability, marital status, national
origin, race, relig ion, sex or sexual orientation in any educational
programs, activities or employment.

District Title VI & Title IX Contact: Carolyn M. Leonard,
Compliance (503 -916-3183)
District 504 Contact: Carolyn M. Leonard, Compliance (503  -916-
3183)
American Disabilit ies Act Contact: Maureen Sloane, HR Legal
Counsel (503 -916-3025)

Portland Public Schools
501 North Dixon Street
Portland, Oregon, 97227 -1807 - USA
503-916-2000

NO SCHOOL!

Friday, Dec. 4

(Teacher Planning Day)

Mond ay, Dec. 21 to
Friday, Jan. 1

(Winter Break)




