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March 2, 2010

From the Principal

Dear Brldger Families:

As many of you know | had emergency surgery two weeks ago. | hope | will be
back Monday, but | will do what ever the doc says when | see him Thursday. For
someone that is hardly ever sick and always on the go it has been a humbling
experience. Recovery is going too slowly for my personality, but | hope [ am
learning from the experience,

AYP Update: We have finished our first round of DAKS assessment 3" grade
through 8" grade. We had some lovely surprises from some of our students
who made benchmark. We still have work to do. so our Reading team will
continue to pull small groups and provide our students who need extra help
with strategies for decoding, vocabulary and comprehension. Our ESL staff is
working hard also to provide our ELL population with extra help in English
Language Development. Teachers are now meeting as teams every week to look
at data and coach each other through this. We talk about strategies and what
literacy block components are most important.

| am working on a postcard to provide every parent with the DAKS score so that
you will know your child where you child is in this first round. We wrote this into
the School Improvement Plan as a way to ensure that extra piece of
communication. You should be getting this soon. K-2 will have a different repart,
but we will get that to you soon as well.

Being Good Neighbors: We have had a few neighborly complaints about drop-
off and pick up for the traffic on 80", It is what it is. But please remember to be
courteous and thoughtful about how and where you park or stop. Be careful of
neighbor's plants and yards.

As the sun comes out and we move into spring. | hope to see more families
walking and enjoying the day. Stay tuned for Principals’ Coffee Wednesday,
March |0, 8:45 in the library. Come chat, munch, share ideas, concerns, get
questions answergd.

Tina Daily, Principal

Dates to Rememberin March :

Mar 1-5—Dr. Seuss Week!

Mar. 3—PTA Movie Night, 6:00 p.m.

Mar. 3—PTA Meeting, 6:00 p.m.

Mar. 4—Dr. Seuss Pajama Party, 5:30-7:00 p.m.
Mar. 5—Read with Your Child, 8:45 a.m., Cafeteria
Mar. 10—Parent Coffee, 8:45 a.m., Library

Mar. 12—Pied Piper Theater Production, 6:30 p.m.
Mar. 15—Teacher Planning Day, NO SCHOOL
Mar. 17—Late Opening, 10:40 a.m. start

Mar. 17—Spanish Immersion Info Night, 6:00 p.m.
Mar. 19—Talent Show

Mar. 20—PTA Care Day

Mar. 22-26—Spring Break, NO SCHOOL

Mar. 31—Scholastic Book Fair, Library
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DP. Seuss Peek!

first week in March is a big one at Bridger
ol. Dr. Seuss was born on March 2™, but we

cided that one day i sn
iteracy, so we'r ®Read aki
Across America with Dr. Seuss!
1 Monday--Morning Meeting with
awards for the best door decorations.
1 Tuesday--Dr. Seuss Birthday
Assembly, complete with the Mt. Tabor
Middle School Jazz Band. Then the entire
school holds a —Read
1 Wednesday and Thursday--
Roving Readers will be reading to
classes K - 4.
1 Wednesday Night--Movie -Horton Hears a Wholl
will be shown at 6 p.m.
1 Thursday Night--Dr. Seuss Pajama
Party at 5:30 p.m. Pancake dinner and ﬁ}
book giveaway. )
1 Friday--At morning drop off time bar

parents are invited to stay and read with

their children while enjoying a beverage
and donut. At 1:30 the Portland Beavers
will be hosting an assembly for 2" — 5™ graders.

Join us for a
Wonderful evening
Of student theatre:

The Pied

Piper

Friday,

March 12 "
At 6:30 p.m.

I



Last Spanish Immersion
Info Night March 17th

The final Spanish Immersion Information Night is March 17"
at 6:00 p.m. Applicants to Spanish Immersion for 2010-2011
are required to attend this meeting, if they did not attend the
Feb. 18" meeting. Applicants must also complete the Portland
Public Schools School Choice application by March 12 at 5:00
p.m. Tours of the program are available by calling the Bridger

Main Office at 503-916-6336. For informationonBr i dger '’

Spanish Immersion Program, please visit
www.bridgerschool.info.

Late Opening

Wednesday, March 17, 2010
(First bell 10:40 a.m. Tardy bell 10:45 a.m.
Breakfast /snack at 10:20 a.m. Late
Opening Soccer Game, 9:00 a.m. )

Attention!

Traffic on Market Street must flow from
76™ Ave. eastto 80™ Ave. between
8:15-9:00 a.m. and 2:45-3:15 p.m.
NO PARKING in front of school!

Do not leave cars unattended!

n Notes from theMJsic Rom

Wel | , ités that time of year
talented students at Bridger. This past month we began
preparing for our annual Talent Show, and many students have
signed-up to share their special abilities with us in March. If last
yearb6s show is anything to go
March 19", What a wonderful way to head out into Spring
Break!

Did you knowskill tests on 5,154 fifth graders in 75 schools showed
that children who were learning a musical instrument received
higher marks than their classmates IN EVERY SINGLE TEST
AREA. The longer they had been playing the higher they scored.
(New Mexico Department of Education)Students at Bridger
receive instruction in a variety of instruments including recorders,
drums and percussion and xylophones. This instruction includes
many of the modes of learning including: visual learning (we learn
to read musical notation), aural learning (we practice focused
listening), and Kinesthetic learning (we incorporate movement in
all aspects of musical learning). Our students also have the
opportunity to supplement their in class learning with many co-
curricular ensembles.

This month we present our play, The Pied Piper I am especially
pleased with how many children have chosen to participate in this
challenging endeavor -- our cast is 33 students strong! Please
mark your calendar for Friday, March 12™ at 6:30 pm and come
out for a wonderful evening of theatre.

Erica Lindgren

Music Specialist

{

skrom the Library .

Overdue notes for several children were recently
senthome. | f y ou h adoaesd, fleasa | y
make time to help your child find and return those
books, or to pay to have them replaced. In some
cases you may also —w 0 r Kk stthdol fihes, koo
please stop by the Library in March to resolve any
outstanding book issues. Thanks!
Your Librarian Andrea Woodward

TAG Corner

Spring classes are now enrolling through Saturday Academy.
Pick up a brochure for the office or from the
TAG bulletin board.

If your student was nominated and tested for
TAG, the identification process is nearing
its end. Letters should be sent to families by
the end of March. Questions? Stop into the
school office.

Reading Corner »

March Tip: This month we celebrate the

birthday of one of the most beloved American

authors and artists, Dr. Seuss! Many people

are familiar with The Cat in the Hat, Green

Eggs and Ham and Hop on Pop. But have you

read The Peanut Butter Battle, I had Trouble Getting to Solla
Sollew, or Gerald McBoing Boing? Not only was Dr. Seuss an
innovative artist who could rhyme in fantastic ways, but he
had some interesting stories to tell. Check out some unknown
Dr. Seuss titles this month from the Bridger or public libraries.
You won't be disappointed!

Your Friendly Reading Specialist
Michelle Schardt

Box top/soup label drive

Keep those box tops and soup labels coming
in. Bridger School has collected an amazing
1,900 items this month! These translate into
easy money to help
education. Each is worth 10 cents to the
school, so if everyone helps by sending in a
few, the school will end up with lots of money to spend on
kids!



http://www.bridgerschool.info/

Breakfasti An Important Meal!

—School br ealtbr@midnthitean a s i I
significantly i mprove <chi r
psychological well-b e i ng Il . (J Michael M
Massachusetts General Hospital, Harvard Medical School)

mp
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Breakfast is FREE to ALL students at Bridger School.

Studies show that eating breakfast improves cognition and

academic performance, has a positive impact on attendance

and tardiness, and results in fewer discipline problems. Eating
breakfast also decreases Vvis

Breakfast is available to students beginning at 8:20 each
morning. For the next three weeks, we will be piloting
—Breakfast in the Classrooml
We will continue to serve breakfast in the cafeteria for grades
2-8. We will track the percentage of students eating breakfast
in the classroom and compare it to the percentage of
breakfasts served in the cafeteria. Our results will help us
decide if classroom breakfast is a better option for our
students.
Andrea Porter
Assistant Principal

Help for Haiti

One month ago at Bridger School, our kids decided we wanted

to help Haiti We’' ve alread
collection will continue until the last day before Spring Break.
Thanks!

PTA NEWS
PTA meets March 8

The next PTA meeting is Wednesday, March 3rd at
6:00p.m. in the school library. Refreshments and childcare
will be provided. Plus, a movie in the cafeteria!

Fundraise While You Shop

Jim Bridger PTA participates in the Amazon School
Rewards Associates program; an effortless way for you to
help us fundraise, simply by shopping at Amazon.com. Use
our School Rewards link on the school's web site,
http://bridgerschool.info/. Click on the Bridger PTA tab and
then the "Fundraising" link -- to see the big School Rewards
graphic to access Amazon.com. Since starting this fundraiser
in the fall 0f 2008, YOU have raised over $221.61 shopping
online at Amazon - which equates to one classroom

fieldtrip!

Do you like coffee?

One of our year round fundraising events is with Stumptown
Coffee Roasters! Parents can purchase "Bobcat Beans" from
the Bridger PTA. Order your 12 oz.bags of fresh whole
Stumptown Beans on a Tuesday by 3 p.m. and pick them up
Thursday after 3 p.m. Order forms and coffee bags may be
picked up in the office. Simply place your order and
navment in the Bohcat Beans Box in the office.

Thursday, March 18 ™
Adam & Jackie invite Bridger Families & Friends to dine
at The Country Cat
Located in our own Montavilla Neighborhood
and 10% of all DIN NER sales
will generously be donated to the Bridger PTA.

Go for Brunch or Dinner but remember to

leave room for dessert!
Dinner: 5pm to close, 503.408.1414
7937 SE Stark | Portland OR

Their dream is to build a neighborhood community united
by a love for food and honest relationships.
Where all are welcome at their table.

You, me and Community
raising money to grow Great Kids!

What's going on in the
Water Garden?

@ The Water Garden is looking lovely thanks to all

® (8)  the hard work of nearly 20 volunteers who came

N~ th

S out on a sunny Saturday, February 20", for a

B Bridger Care Day. Trash and debris were
N picked up, more posts were installed and rope
went in between the posts, which will soon mark all
the pathways in the garden. Until all the rope is up, students
are asked to stay out of the garden completely during the
school day. We hope to have them back in the garden and
enjoying this wonderful green space again soon! A big thank
you to all the volunteers who came out, including 6th grade
students Daniel Negru, Mike Kebede, Whitney Koenig, and
Nauctica Brewster. Please join us on March 20™ for the next

Bridger PTA Care Day.

SPRING BREAK

March 22 -25

NO SCHOOL for Students
Schools and offices closed



http://www.amazon.com/?%5Fencoding=UTF8&tag=jibrpt-20
http://bridgerschool.info/

Scholastic Bookfair
Tanhing to Bridger

The Scholastic Book Fair is
coming to Bridger School.

Your reservations are

confirmed for the week of
March 31st through April 5™

Drop by our All You Can
Read Diner and let us serve

up your choice from the best

in savory, sweet and spicy new
books available! We guarantee
you' Il |l hdgwbag with
full of great books to dig into
later! All profits support our
library collection. The book

fair is open after school

beginning Wednesday, March 31%.

Come out on
Friday March 19t

for an afternoon
of wonderful
entertainment
from some of
Bridger
amazing students!

Portland Public Schools recognizes the diversity and worth of all individuals and gr oups and their roles in society. It is the policy of the
Portland Public School Board that there will be no discrimination or harassment of individuals or groups on the grounds of ag e, color, creed,
disability, marital status, national origin, race, religi on, sex or sexual orientation in any educational programs, activities or employment.

District Title VI & Title IX Contact: Carolyn M. Leonard, Compliance (503 -916-3183)
District 504 Contact: Carolyn M. Leonard, Compliance (503  -916-3183)
American Disabiliti es Act Contact: Maureen Sloane, HR Legal Counsel (503 -916-3025)
Portland Public Schools
501 North Dixon Street
Portland, Orego n, 97227-1807 - USA
503-916-2000
1 2 3 4 5 6
All School PTA Movie Night, Dr. Seuss Pajama | Dr. Seuss Read
Morning 6:00 p.m. Part y (Book with Your
Meetingii Literacy Night) Child, 8:45 a.m.,
Awards PTA Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 5:30-7:00 p.m., Cafeteria
Cafeteria
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Pied Piper of
Parent Coffee, 8:45 Hamlin
a.m., Library Theater
Production
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Teacher LATE OPENING Talent
Planning Da School Starts at PTA
9 5% 10:40 a.m. Shous Care
NO SCHOOL Spanish Immersion Day!
Info Night, 6:00 p.m. )
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Spring Break ~ dNo School thi s week EEEEE——
28 29 30 31
Scholastic Book Fair
(Open after school)







