
    

 From the Principal 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  

 

It seems unbelievable that May is already here.  We are currently working 

to finish the OAKS assessments in 3rd grade through 8th grade. Students 

are working diligently to do their best. K-2 teachers are working with 

students on the final reading assessment. They will finish the year with an 

Investigations Math assessment as well. We are all looking forward to the 

Spring Concert, May 19. 

 

In the interest of SAFETY, I would like to remind before and after school 

drivers to travel down the hill on Market Street moving East. You can 

accomplish this by going up Clay Street turning left onto 76th and turning 

left again onto Market Street. This way the traffic flows all in the same 

direction, we are not competing with turning around in neighbors 

driveways, and the bus and vans for afterschool programs can be 

boarded safely. 

 

So, basically Market becomes an informal one way street between 8:30 

and 9:00 a.m. and between 2:45 and 3:15 p.m. 

 

We are looking forward to a spring of continued learning. We have a 

spring concert. We have the 8th Grade field trip and celebration. The bike 

event Living La Vida Healthy is coming up. Please join us in these 

activities. 

 

Happy Spring, Tina 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2
nd

 Annual  

Tamale  

Fundraiser 

 

It is finally here—“The EAT 

TAMALES and raise money” 

fundraiser! Tamale pre-order forms will be coming home with 

students soon. Extra forms will also be available by the PTA 

bulletin board located outside of the Library 

 

Pre-order forms MUST be returned no later 

than, Thursday, May 20
th

. All tamales will be made 

fresh on May 26
th

 and delivered to students on Thursday, May 

27
th

, 3pm. 

 

Can you spare 2 hours? Last year we sold over 900 tamales so 

if you are interested in volunteering on Wednesday, May 26
th

 

between 9am and 7pm to wrap and package orders please 

sign-up in the school library or call PTA volunteer coordinator 

Jean Fendick at (503.473.7434). 
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Important Dates to Remember in May:  
 

¶ May 5—PTA meeting, elections, 6:00 p.m. 

¶ May 7—Latino Parent Coffee, 8:45 a.m., cafeteria 

¶ May 12—Parent Coffee, 8:45 a.m., Library 

¶ May 14—Volunteer Appreciation Brunch, 8:15-

9:30 a.m., Library 

¶ May 15—PTA Care Day 

¶ May 19—Late Opening, school starts 10:40 a.m.  

Breakfast at 10:20 a.m. 

¶ May 19—Spring Concert, 6:30 p.m., K-6 grades 

¶ May 22—Livin‟ La Vida Healthy Bike Ride and 

Fair, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 

¶ May 25—Site Council, 3:15 p.m. 

¶ May 27—Mid-Level Social, 3:15 p.m. 

¶ May 31—NO SCHOOL, Memorial Day 

                      

 Bridger Spring Concert 
 

           òThe  

            Music  
              Lessonó 

 

                      Wednesday,  

                     May 19th 

                    6:30 pm 
                    

    Come with us  

   and celebrate  

   our  learning!  

 



Superintendent Carole Smith has recommended a plan for 

Portland Public Schools‟ High School System that would 

provide “equitable access to a well-rounded education” as well 

as offer personalized learning options.  

 

“Together, we must work to improve outcomes for students 

throughout our system, in particular those students who have 

been left behind for too long,” the superintendent wrote in her 

plan. “This plan alone will not resolve these issues, but it is a 

strong and clear movement in the right direction and a 

necessary precondition to our success.”  Major changes to the 

current system under the superintendent‟s proposal follow. 

 

Focus schools 

¶ Marshall Campus schools — Renaissance Arts, BizTech 

and Pauling — would close at the end of the 2010-11 

year. In fall 2011, a focus school would open. The school, 

whose focus has not been determined yet, would be 

available to all PPS students.  

¶ Benson Polytechnic High School would, in fall 2011, 

become an advanced learning center for career-related 

and technical learning experiences. Juniors and seniors 

across the district could apply to spend half their school 

day or week at Benson and the remainder at their home 

school to pursue an in-depth career or technical program.  

 

Community schools 

¶ Eight current schools would become community high 

schools: Cleveland, Franklin, Grant, Jefferson, Lincoln, 

Madison, Roosevelt and Wilson. 

¶ Each community school would offer a guaranteed broad 

core curriculum, including advanced classes, support 

classes, music, visual, theater or dance, two world 

languages to the fifth year, increased counseling staff and 

libraries staffed with media specialists. 

¶ Because of Marshall‟s conversion to a focus site, high 
school students living within the current Marshall 

Campus boundary will be assigned to Franklin or 

Madison High School beginning in fall 2011. Those 

living in the Harrison Park K -8 School neighborhood 

will be assigned to Madison: students living in the Lane 

Middle School and Bridger, Lent and Marysville K -8 

school areas to Franklin. 

¶ Other high school attendance boundaries also would 

change beginning in fall 2011, affecting that year‟s 

incoming ninth-graders (now in seventh grade). Four 

elementary neighborhoods would move to new high 

school assignments: Boise-Eliot PK -8 School 

neighborhood to Jefferson High School; Creston K-8 

School neighborhood to Cleveland High School; Hosford 

Middle School students who live in the Buckman 

Elementary School neighborhood to Lincoln High 

School; and Sunnyside Environmental K-8 School 

neighborhood to Grant High School. 

¶ Transfers among the community schools would be 

limited . 

Other features of the plan 

¶ By 2014, Jefferson High School would have a robust 

and rigorous middle college program, allowing 

students to graduate from high school having earned at 

least 30 hours of credit at Portland Community College. 

Students district-wide could transfer into Jefferson to 

take advantage of this opportunity. 

¶ A new Academic Priority Zone system would offer 

support students at schools with the highest needs, from 

prekindergarten through high school. 

¶ Six of the eight community schools would house 

language immersion programs, with students generally 

following the language program‟s feeder patterns even 

if that took them to a community school outside their 

neighborhood. 

Superintendent Carole Smith shared her recommendation with 

the Portland School Board on April 26. The school board will 

deliberate and vote on key aspects of the High School Action 

Plan in June. The new High School System would officially 

launch in fall 2011.  Summaries of the plan will be delivered 

to school offices this week. Also, families whose students 

would be affected by the changes will receive letters in the 

next several weeks.   

For information or to comment, send e-mail to 

highschools@pps.k12.or.us. Portland Public Schools also is 

staffing a hotline during regular business hours at 503-916-

2801, with interpreters available in Somali, Russian, Chinese, 

Spanish and Vietnamese. Callers may leave a voicemail 

comment or speak with a staff member.   

The school district will sponsor two all-district meetings, both 

from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.: 

¶ Tuesday, May 11, at Madison High School, 2735 N.E. 

82nd Ave.  

¶ Tuesday, May 18, at Roosevelt High School, 6941 N. 

Central St. 

 

Additional meetings specific to individual schools may be 

scheduled as well. Families will receive information on those 

meetings as it becomes available. To find the superintendent‟s 

proposal and other information online, go to 

www.pps.k12.or.us. 

 

Parent & Principal  

Coffee Chat!!  
 

Wednesday, May 12,  8:45 -9:45 am  

 (right after drop off)  Bridger Library       

 
Principal Tina Daily will be on hand to answer 

questions and ready to hear your suggestions.   
Coffee and pastries provided.  Questions?  Call 

503.916.6336 or contact Miss Kat 

ksandor@impactnw.org  

mailto:highschools@pps.k12.or.us
http://www.pps.k12.or.us/
mailto:ksandor@impactnw.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
From the Library  
Thanks for participating in the Spring Book Fair!  

You spent almost $3,000!  Between this one and 

last Fall's Fair, that's almost $7,000 worth of new 

books in the hands of our students, thanks to you! 

  

We also collected "Book Change."  We got to 

spend $324 on new library books for Bridger.  And 

the sponsoring company, Scholastic books, will be giving over 

400 new books to a children's charity, thanks to us! 

  

Please pay attention to overdue notices and lost books.  We 

want everything turned in or paid for by the end of the school 

year so that your child can start the year checking out books.  

Eighth graders must settle all book returns and fees by the last 

day of school. 

Your Librarian Andrea Woodward 

 

What's "growing"  

on at Bridger! 
 

Spring is in full bloom at Bridger 

and that means a variety 

of exciting things are happening outside.  

Take a stroll around the water garden and admire the 

handiwork of parent Dave Dimoff, who graciously helped 

repair the bridge.  Also, notice the ropes hung between the 

poles by parents Angeline Perla and Bones!  These additions 

will help make the garden more safe and help get our students 

back into the garden soon!  A big thanks to parents, students, 

and work groups from PSU and Warner Pacific College who 

helped weed and spread mulch at recent work parties. 

  

Also, Bridger is starting to compost, using three Earth 

Machines, purchased by Bridger PTA and Student Council.  

The classes of Mrs. Polizos, Mrs. Sommerset, and Mr. Nava 

are helping in this trial stage, by composting their leftover 

snack daily.  Can you find all three? 

  

Notice something new outside by the flagpole?  Mark, "the 

Dahlia Man", has generously offered to donate his time and 

dahlia tubers to beautify this space.  Working with Coach Jay's 

Afterworks Program, the dahlias will be planted in the coming 

weeks, to bloom in late summer.  Please do not walk in this 

area, so the dahlias can grow and all can enjoy them.   

 

Kat Sandor, Americorps Community Engagement Specialist  

ksandor@impactnw.org 

 

Latino Parent Coffee! 
 

Come and chat, share ideas, and ask 

questions with other Latino parents at 

Bridger School at the Latino Parent 

Coffee, Friday, May 7, 8:45-9:45 a.m. (at 

drop off) in the cafeteria.  Some topics of 

the morning are:  

*PTA and elections for the 2010-2011 school year 

* Family events for next year (Which of this year did you 

like?  Which ones no?  Do you have an idea for a new event?) 

* Requirements for high school graduation in PPS 

Coffee and treats provided.  The meeting will be conducted in 

Spanish.  Questions?  Call Miss Kat 503.916.6336 or talk to 

Maria Luna.   

 

 

 

 

Notes from the Music Room 
 
First, I would like to take this space and opportunity to express my 

heartfelt thanks to everyone who made our production of “The 

Pied Piper” a success.  I am humbled by the standard of generosity 

set by the parents and siblings who pitched in to create theatre 

magic; I could not imagine continuing without their ongoing 

commitment to our drama program. 

 

Reflecting on our success in music and the arts here at Bridger 

makes me grateful that our students have the opportunity to be 

active participants in creative performances.  There has been a lot 

of research recently that really underscores the vital importance of 

actually making music versus passive listening. Music class allows 

students to engage in many different dimensions of learning:  

language, mathematical rhythms, and physical skills in movement 

and, of course . . . melody.  So many different arenas of learning 

are tapped at the same time when a student sits down to play the 

xylophone or drum, or perform the steps in a dance while singing a 

song.  This month we will celebrate our year of musical learning 

with our annual Spring Concert, and this year we will share some 

of the learning goals we have explored.  Our concert will center on 

“the music lesson” and we really hope to see all of our friends and 

family there! 

 

So be sure to mark your calendars … Wednesday, May 19th at 

6:30 pm. 

        Erica Lindgren 
        Music Specialist 

Late Opening  
Wednesday, May 19, 2010 

(First bell 10:40 a.m.  T ardy bell 10:45 
a.m.  Breakfast /snack  at 10:20 a.m.   Late 

Opening Soccer Game, 9:00 a.m. ) 
 

NO SCHOOL 

Monday, May 31, 2010 

(Memorial Day) 

mailto:ksandor@impactnw.org


8th  Grade Promotion  
 

The end of the year if quickly approaching.  This means that 

we will soon have to say good-bye to our 2010 8th Grade 

Class.  A couple of dates for 8th grade students, and their 

families: 

¶ Monday, June 14, 2010, is the 8th grade field trip to Mt 

Scott.  Students will be receiving a permission slip in 

May that will need to be turned in if they want to attend. 

Students will be at Mt Scott all day roller skating and 

swimming.  Lunch will be provided.   

 

¶ Tuesday, June 15, 2010, is the 8th grade Promotion. The 

ceremony will start at 1:30 p.m. sharp.  We recommend 

that you arrive 15 minutes early to get a good seat.  The 

ceremony will end with a refreshing dessert and a clap 

out for the students.  Students will be receiving their 

invitations at the beginning of June.   

 

We are proud of our students and can't wait to join in the 

festivities with them! 

Upper Grade Teachers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAG Corner   
 

Families of students who were recently 

identified as TAG or TAG potential have 

been invited to a meeting at the school 

district office on May 19
th

. This happens to 

be our Spring Concert evening. We have 

been given permission to host a TAG 101 

meeting at Bridger later in May. We will 

send a notice home and post a flyer in the main hallway when 

we have that date settled.  

 

The fourth-eighth graders are halfway through their „Game 

Maker‟ class and have been designing their own video games. 

Along with computer specific skills, Mr. Pilobello has been 

discussing math concepts needed in computer program. This 

class meets once per week in our computer lab. 

 

We just started a new class for our second and third graders 

called „Whiz Kids‟. This class has a focus on computer 

graphics. The students will use a variety of sources, including  

specific sites and search sites, to design, locate and use 

graphics for reports, cards, and original designs. In their first 

class with Teacher Michelle, students explored a drawing  

program that allowed them to build repetitive, colored 

patterns. 

 

 

Reading Corner 
 
As the days get longer and bedtime stories need 

to be shorter, why not try some poems 

instead of a book? Shel Silversteen, Jack 

Prelutsky, Alma Flor Ada as well as 

classics like Robert Lewis Stevenson write 

fun and inspiring childrens' poetry. Talk 

about the images (movies) you get as you 

read them, enjoy the word choice. Check out 

the school library for more ideas! 

 

Your Friendly Reading Specialist 

Michelle Schardt 

 

             

 

 

       
 

Congratulations to all of the Council members who showed 

their school pride and spirit to our neighborhood at the 

annual 82
nd

 Ave. Parade of Roses.  It was wonderful see so 

many of our classmates who came out to watch and share 

our enthusiasm. 
 
Our next project is coming up quickly … we are partnering 

with the PTA at their May “Living La Vida Healthy” 

carnival.  Make sure you mark your calendar and come out 

to support our learning community. 

Erica Lindgren 
Primary Advisor 

 

 

PTA to Elect Officers 
The next Bridger PTA meeting will be Wednesday, May 5th, 6:00 

p.m. in the Bridger Library.  Childcare will be provided.  The PTA 

will be seeking candidates for next year‟s Executive Board:  

President, Member-At-Large, Vice President, Communications 

Coordinator, Fundraising Coordinator(s), After School Coordinator, 

and Water Garden Steward. 

 

You are invited to nominate a candidate (even yourself!) for any of 

these positions. This year you and your child may have attended a 

PTA event such as the Sweetheart Dance, a Water Garden work 

party, or a transportation-paid field trip. Please remember these 

events would not have been possible without PTA Board planning 

and coordination. 



 
 

Family Bike Ride 9:00am ð 10:00am 
Community Fair  10:00am ð 1:00pm 

Living La Vida Healthy! Fair &  
Bike Ride ~ Saturday, May 22nd 

 
Prepare for summer by learning a few new healthy habits!  
 
We will kick off this event with a 4 mile bike ride around 
Montavilla at 9:00am. Between 10am-1pm, join us for fun 
activities and visit with community partners.   
 
Make your own recycled journal, play some games, get a FREE 
plant to start your garden and a bike tune up, see cooking 
demonstrations, hear Bridger's very own Sound Brigade, and 
win PRIZES! 
 
All neighbors are invited!  Refreshments and snacks will be 
provided! 

 
  

---------------------------------------------------------- Cut Here  ------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Hand in this Survey - Win a Prize!  
 
Next month, the Jim Bridger PTA will be drafting a budget and begin planning the 
event calendar for the next school year. We want to hear from parents, students, 
and staff on what events we should plan and where our fundraising money 
should be directed. 
 
Turn in a survey and be entered in a drawing. Three raffle drawings  --  parents, 

students, and staff! 
The classroom with the most submissions will have a private pizza party!  

Next year PTA shouldé. 

 

 
 

Turn in this survey  
in the schoolôs office  
by Friday, May 21 st

. 

Fund these items  
[Number between 1 -10 with 1 be ing the highest priority.]  

 
__ Afterschool programs   
__  Field trips  
__  School organizations (Student Council, Patrol, Peer 

Helpers, etc.)              
__  Evening events (Game Night, Sweetheart Dance, 

etc.) 
__  Scholarships for after school programs              
__  Performances (music concerts, play productions, 

etc.)       
__  School grounds improvements (Water Garden, 

Community Garden, etc.)      
__  PTA movie nights 
__  Other __________________________ 

 
 
Have these fundraisers [Mark all that apply].  

 
__ Silent Auction  __ Box Tops 
__  Dine-outs  __ Family Disco 
__  Art Sell                            Dances 
__  Bridger Apparel __ Entertainment 
__  Tamales                       Books 
__  Direct Donations 

Plan these events [Mark all that apply].  

 
__  Harvest Festival 
__  PTA Game Nights 
__  Sweetheart Dance 
__  PTA Movie Nights 
__  PTA Care Days 
__  Community Events (Bridger Bikes Montavilla,  
         Living La Vida Healthy! Fair)  

 
Provide these after school programs [Mark all that apply].  

 
__ Dance  __  Sports 
__  Reading __  Music   
__  Arts/Crafts __  Science 
__  Other  __________________________ 
 

To be entered in the raffle, please print your name below. This 
information will be confidential.  

I am a     __ Parent    __ Staff Member   __Student 
 
Your Name: _______________________________ 
 
Classroom Teacher:_________________________ 
 
Phone/Email:_______________________________ 
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2 
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All School  
Morning Meeting  

4 5 

 

PTA Meeting, 6:00 

p.m. 

 

6 7 

Latino Parent 

Coffee, 8:45 

a.m., Cafeteria 

8 

9 

 

10 11 12 

Parent/Principal  

Coffee, 8:45 a.m., 

Library  

 

13 14 

Volunteer 

Appreciation 

Brunch, 8:15-9:30 

a.m., Library 

15 

 

PTA Care Day  

16 

 

17 18 19 

Late Opening 

 

Spring Concert,  
6:30 p.m., K -6 

20 21 22 

Livinõ La Vida Healthy Bike 

Ride and Fair, 9:00 a.m.-

12:00 noon  

23 

 

24 25 

Site Council, 3:15 

p.m. 

26 

 

 

 

27 

Mid-Level Social, 
3:15 p.m. 

 

28 29 

30 31 

 

NO SCHOOL 

(Memorial Day) 

  

 

 

 

 

   

Portland Public Schools recognizes the diversity and worth of all individuals and groups and their roles in society.  It is the policy of the Portland Public School Board that there will be no 
discrimination or harassment of individuals or groups on the grounds of age, color, creed, disability, marital status, nation al origin, race, religion, sex or sexual orientation in  any 
educational programs, activities or employment.  

District Title VI & Title IX Contact: Carolyn M. Leonard, Compliance (503 -916-3183) 
District 504 Contact: Carolyn M. Leonard, Compliance (503 -916-3183) 

American Disabilities Act Contact: Maureen Sloane, HR Legal Counsel (503 -916-3025) 
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